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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To sample a character area satisfactorily 
by counting the number of dot candidate picture 
elements selected by a dot candidate picture element 
selection means, and discriminating a remarked 
picture element as a dot image area when a count 
value exceeds a prescribed value. 
CONSTITUTION: Oblique direction edge component 
sampling means A, A' sample edge components in 
symmetric oblique directions at every unit image area 
consisting of the remarked picture element and 
picture elements in the neighborhood of the remarked 
picture element, respectively, and output them to the 
dot candidate picture element selection means B. The 
means B compares the output values of the means A, 
A' with a reference level, and selects the remarked 
picture element in the unit image area as the dot 
candidate picture element when both output values 
exceed the reference level, and outputs it to a dot 
candidate picture element counter means C. A dot 
image area discrimination means D discriminates the remarked picture element as the dot 
picture element area when the count value of the dot candidate picture element counted by 
the means C exceeds the prescribed value. In this way, the edge sampling accuracy of a thin 
character can be improved. 
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